
Celebrate Love 
A two day seminar for married couples 
exploring spirituality and sexuality in 
the Catholic context. 

		  2008	  
	  Brisbane, QLD	 Sep 20/21 
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	West Wagga, NSW	 Oct 25/26 
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www.CelebrateLove.com.au
Embrace  
           Preparing to Live in Love
A six session programme for dating or 
engaged couples preparing to marry in 
the Catholic Church. 

Available Now!  
Sydney, Newcastle, Brisbane, Perth, 

London
Three formats:
- individual couple-to-couple mentoring
- small home based groups
- large parish based groups

www.Embrace.org.au

Smart Loving 
	 Public Talks 2008 

Goulburn – Oct 27, Smart Loving

 www.CelebrateLove.com.au

Living Well Media 
  Resources for Catholic 
Families, Schools & Parishes
Multimedia and print materials 
featuring Christopher West, Fr Tony 
Percy, Teresa Pirola, Karen & Jonathan 
Doyle and Byron & Francine Pirola

www.LivingWellMedia.com.au

is a free e-newsheet produced by 
PMRC Australia. Please forward 
to friends and family with our 
compliments. To subscribe or 
unsubscribe, send your details to: 

info@theprmc.org
 
Reproduction of words or illustrations 
permitted provided that Celebrate Love 
or PMRC Australia is acknowledged. 

Since the 1960’s the slogan ‘try before you buy’ became a common excuse for pre-marital sex. 
It’s still popular today and has underpinned the rise in co-habitation. We’ve been led to believe 
that ‘sexual compatibility’ is the most influential factor in a successful marriage. Of course 
when you think it through, the line of reasoning becomes a little vague … are we talking about 
anatomical compatibility, favoured positions, or what?  

Most married couples will tell you that a successful love-life has little to do with the physical 
‘fit’ and everything to do with the character of the person. A self-centred partner is sexually 
incompatible with everyone on the planet!

Despite this, most cohabitating couples genuinely believe that they are being responsible 
and wise by living together.  However, like most popular myths, the truth lies elsewhere.  The 
research is clear; cohabitation prior to marriage increases, not reduces, the future risk of 
divorce. 

So instead of the ‘try before you buy’ strategy, we suggest that you ‘ask why before you try’. 
In other words, before you move in together, ask “why this one?”  Evaluate “is this the kind of 
person with whom I can ‘grow old’?”… “Is this the kind of person I would like to be the mother/
father of my children?”…  “Is this the kind of person who will want to be a part of my family?”  He 
may have a great sense of humour or a heap of money, she may be drop-dead good-looking; 
but in the rigours of married life, these qualities are not nearly as important as a person’s ability 
to generously give themselves to the other. Other-centeredness, patience, honesty, integrity, 
work ethic, optimism, courage, kindness – these are the character traits that make a person 
a wonderful marriage partner. These are the qualities that make living with them a joy-filled 
experience rather than an ordeal. 

And be assured, sexual compatibility won’t be an issue if you get these fundamentals right!
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Smart Dating #2:
Ask ‘why’ before you try

September 2008

Test Drive  
the New Model T 

Today!

What do you mean I can’t 
crash the car?

How will I know if the 
airbags work?
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